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Preaching from Revelation
“There is little [in Revelation] for the Preacher
whoisina hurrg to get ‘something for Sunday.’

.. Butfor the Preacher who will |inger in the text until

the eyes acljust to the brilliant obscuritg, the ears discern
_tl

stranger amid terrible splencﬂor, there is much to be seen

he words in trumpet blasts, and the heart is no |onger a

and heard and to be Proclaimecl from the pu Pit.”
Fred B. Craddock, “Preaching the Book of Revelation,”
lnterpretation

40/3 (July 1986): 271.
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Deﬁmtlon O]C an Apocalgpse

“APocalypse s a genre of revelatorg literature with a
narrative Framework, in which a revelation is mediated ]:)3
an otherworldlg being to a human recipient) clisclosinga
transcendent realitg which is both teml:)oral, insofar as it
envisages eschatological salvation and sl:)atial insofar as
it involves another, sul:)ematural world.

John J. Co”ins, “‘Introduction: Towards the Morphology
of a (ichic

Apocalgpse: The Morphologg of a Gienic, ed. John J.
Collins, Semeia 14 (1979): 9.
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Apoca | y Ptic Writs ngs

Jewish Apocalgpses

1. The “Book of the Watchers” (1 En. 1-36) —3rd century BC
2. The “Book of the Heavenlg Luminaries” (1 En. 73-82) —
§rcl centurg BE

% The “Animal Apocalgpse” 8590224 century BC
4. The “APocalgPse of Weeks” (1 En. 9%:1-10; 91:11-17) —

2d century BC

9 Jubilees 2§—Zd century B

6. The Testament of Levi 7_~5—ch century BE.

i The Testament of Abraham—ist century BC~

2d century AD

8. The Apocalgpse of Zcphanialﬁ—lst century BC~

Ist century AD

9. The “Similitudes of Enoch” (1 En. 37-71)—Ilst century AD
10. 2 Enoch—I1st century AD

Il. 4 Ezra—Ist century AD

12. 2 Baruch—Ist century AD

o The Apocalgpse of Abraham—ist—2d centur9 AD

{77 ) Baruch—1st—2d century AD

Christian APocalgpses (Gnostic Christian works are not included in this list.)
1. The Shepherd of Hermas—Ist or 2d cen’cur92

2. The Book of Elchasai—2d century

5. The Ascension of Isaiah 6—11—ist or 2d century

4. The APocalgpse of Peter—2d centu ry

5.5 Ezra2:42-48

6. Jacob’s Ladder—2d century?

e The Testament of the Lord l:!-l‘%—brd century?

8. The Questions of Bartholomew—~§rd centurg?

9 The Apocalgpse of sedrach—2d-4th centurg?

10. The Apocalgpse of Paul—4th century

i1. The Testament of Isaac 2~5a—~ls’c—~5th centurg’?

12. The Testament of Isaac 5~6-——lst—-5th centurg?

1. The Testament of Jacob l-§a—2d~5th centurg?

14-. The Testament of Jacob Z~§—~Zd—~§th centurg?

15. The Storg of Zosimus~——§rd——5th centurg

16. The APocalgpsc of st. John the Theologian—2d~9th century?

17. The Book of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ ]33

Bartholomew the Apostle Sb~l4~a-——§rd—-6th centurg?

18. The Book of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ bg

Bartholomew the APostle 175-]95—5r&~6th century?

19. The APocalgPse of the Virgin Marg-——‘%‘ch——%i‘x century?

20. The APocalgpse of Es&ras—ﬁth-9th century?

21. The APoca]gPse of the Holg Mother of God Concerning, the Punishments—
4th-1ith century?

22. The APocalgpse of James, the Brother of the Lord-—Pre~ch century
25 The Mgsteries of St. John the Apostlc and Holg Virgin—~Prc~H’ch century
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Apoca | ypse

The Greek word aPokalgpsisj means

“revelation.” This is the first word in this book.

Tl"lC WOFC! 8POC819PS€ tl"léﬂ COMmeEs {:rom t]’liS

word and rather than meaﬂing the Complete

ancl ‘%nal clestruction o1C tlﬁe worlcl means

“revelation.”
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Otherworlcug mediators

- Tﬂpicauy, aoocalgpses contain an

otherworld y ﬁ'gure (often an angc—:l) who
serves as a mediator of what is beirxg revealed

to the eartHg recil:)ient.
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Human Recipient

+ |n most apocalgpses, the human recipient IS

some important ﬁgure from the Past such as

A

]

[

Brde: Adam or

“noch, Daniel,

Draham, |

ijalﬂ.
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Crisis Literature

+ Social and historical settings are often not

I(I"IOWI"I.
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Cognitive Dissonance

* Their Preconceivecl notions about the world
and reality did not match the actual situation as

tlﬂey exPeriencecl fiE
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Fu rpPOSE

© APocalgl:Jtic writings ottered not onlg hope
and Comfort) but theg also served as Protest

literature.
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Pling the Younger

o A.D. 112 - Wrote to the emperor Trajan that

Christians were “o

:CVCFH age ancl C

men and women” (

'f:l:)istle to Trajan ‘

ass, both
0.96.9)
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Assimilation
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Eml:)eror Worship and Persecution

o Persecution and em

Deror worslﬁil:) are often

cited as the Primaru
A,

Revelation.

Problems addressed in

14



Roman E‘mperors of the First

Century
Augustus (27 BC-AD 14)
Tiberius (14-37)
Caligula (B7—41)
Claudius (41-54)
Nero (54—68)
Galba (Uune 68—January 69)
Otho (69)
Vitellius (69)
Vespasian (69-79)
Titus (79-81)
Domitian (81-96)
Nerva (96—98)
Trajan (98—117)
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Pling the Younger

s D2 Pling was sent to 5ith9nia~Pontus N

northwestem Asia Minor as Governor.
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Emperor Worship

* Chapter 1, Picturecl as a beast that demands to be

worshippecl and who exterminates those that refuse.

* Persecution of Christians for failure to Worshil:) the

'f:ml:)eror may not have been widespread in the cJag
of Jo}m, but it did occur.

+ John appears to have anticipatccl that Persecution

of the church would grow over time.
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Persecution

+ Traditional view is that Persecution was

Wiclesl:)reacl at the time John was writing.

= Historg does not suPPort this view.
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lrenaeus

The statement of Irenaeus(c. AD
[40—c. 202) that the vision of
Revelation was seen at the end of the
reign of Domitian is the earliest

external evidence attesti ng, the date of

Revelation (Haer. 5.30.3).
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» Authorshi p

+ John - but which John.

» Justin Martgr - writing n Aol o identifies the
author as John, the son of Zc—:beclee, one of

the clisciples of Jesus.

20
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Farliest Commcntarg on Revelation

° !39 Justin Martyr ~ There was a certain man with
us whose name was John, one of the al:)ostles of
Christ, who Prol:)hesiecj bg a revelation that was

made to him, that those who believe in our

Christ would dwell a thousand years N

Jerusalem; and that thereafter the general, and
in short, the eternal resurrection ancljudgment

of all men would likewise take Place. (Dial. 81.4)
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_ Thircl century cha”engers to
Authorship of Revelation

Fusebius records that Diongsius of
Alexandria cha”engecl the traditional view of
authorship Auring the 3rd century.
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Prochorus

* Accorcling foa legenclarg §tlﬂ~centurg writing known as the
Acts of John }39 Prochorusj John was accompaniecl to Asia
Minor bg Prochorus, one of the seven People chosen bﬂ the
Jerusalem church to assist in the Aailg distribution of
food(Acts 6 5) . In addition to describing other events in the life
and work of John, this work narrates John’s exile to Patmos.
Prochorus accompaniecl him there and served as his scribe,
recorcling the visions dictated to him bg John that became the
book of Revelation. A thoug}w the story of Prochorus is |i|<e|9

nonhistorical, the traditions are stronglg followed in some
churches, Particularlg on the island of Patmos. The memory of

Prochorus is celebrated on June 28 in Orthodox churches.
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Structure of Revelation

2 The structure has Perplexed New lestament scholars.

+ All commentators recognize the number7as
imPortant as a structuring device in the book. There
are seven messages, severn seals, seven truml:)ets and

seven bOWlS.

+ There is not a strict|9 linear Progression of time in the

book.
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The Power of Revelation

® b coctes and theologians still have to discover what artists

have iorxg understood: the strengtiw of the ianguage and

composition of Rev. lies not in its thcoiogical argumentation

or historica

imaginative

information but in its evocative power inviting

Darticipatiorx. The language and narrative flow of

Rev. elicit emotions, reactions, and convictions that cannot

anci Si‘lOUlCl

not be Fu”g conceptualizecl and Phrased In

Propositionauogicai Ianguage.” Elisabeth Schiissler

Fiorenza, The Book of Revelation: Justice and Jucigment
(Phiiadeipiﬁia: Fortress, 1985), 22.
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Themes

l. The Sovereignty of God.

2. Radical Monotheism.

). Exalted Christol059

4. Salvation - Christ brings salvation to the world.
2 Judgment and warning,

6. Nonviolent lhcestgle.

. HoPe

R i,
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Sociohistorical Setti ng, of

Revelation

* Aswe begin to interpret Revelation we must

keep in mind the setting of the original

audience.
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Genre

. APocalgPtic Literature

* Proplﬂesg
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Symbolsancl Mgths

+ Revelation uses sgmbolic and mgthical imagery
in order to convey truth. It talks about
dragons and statues that come to life. There

are themes that touch on Popular mgths.
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lmagination

+ TJoread Revelation Drol:)erlg one must reacl it

imaginati\/elg. Revelations is like fantasia of

siglﬁts, sounds. smells and actions.

o Thereis notjust one meaning to revelation.
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